

I®* A careful perusal of the following is commended to all who feel an interest in the eleva¬ 
tion of the white as well as the colored race. It is a very clear exhibition of the condition of the 
muss of the white population in ihc Slave States. Mr. Weston, the author, was for some time the 
editor of The Afjc, the leading Democratic, paper in the State of Maine. 


THE POOR WHITES OF THE SOUTH. 


BY GEORGE M. ^y j:s Toy. 


“Be the sin, the dangers, and evils of Slavery all our owm. Wc compel, we ask, none to 
share them with us.” [^Leilcr of Governor Hammond of South Carolina to Thomas Clarkson. 


The iiumher of slaveholders in the slave 
States of this Union, as ascertained by the cen¬ 
sus returns of 1850, was three hundred and 
forty-seven thousand five hundred and twenty- 
live. An average of five persons and seven 
tenths to a family, as assumed by the Superin¬ 
tendent of the Census, would'give 1.080,891 as 
the number of persons interested as slaveholders 
in their own right, or hy family relation. The 
whole number of whiles iu the slaveholdmg 
States being 0,222,418, the slaveholding pro¬ 
portion is a fraction short of 32 per cent. 

The Superintendent of the Census, Prore,ssor 
De Bow, says of the number, 347,525, returned 
as slaveholders : 

“Tho nutnbsr includes .slavo-bircrs, but is e.xclu- 
dvo of those who .ire intoreslod conjointly with oth¬ 
ers in slave property. Tho two will a,bout balance 
each other, for tho whole South, and leave tbs sI.avo 
owners .as stated. 

“ Whore tho party owns slaves in difforont Conn 
tics, or in ditferent State.!, ho will be entered more 
than once. This will distuib tho c.alculation very 
iittloj being only tho case among the larger proper 
lies.” 

The addition oflhose whoare ‘‘slave-hirers” 
merely, to the category of slave-owners, must, 
*1 think, swell iheir number much more than it 
is dimini.shed by ihe exclusion of “ tbose wlso 
|[e interested conjointly with others in slave 
property.” Such instances of conjoint intere.si 
will occur most frequently in the family rela¬ 
tions, already taken into the account, when we 
multiplied the number of slaveholders returned 
by five and seven tenths. A cemparison of the 
returns from Maryland, the District of Colum- 
i)ia, and Virginia, where slave-hiring is much 
practiced, with Alabama, Mississippi, and Lou- 
siana, where it is less practiced, shows the fol- | 
lowing results: 


Maryland, Virginia, and the District of Co¬ 
lumbia, with 560,583 slaves, return 72,584 
slave-owners. Alabama, Mi.s.sissippi, and Lou¬ 
isiana, with. 897,531 slave.s, return 73,081 slave¬ 
owners. The relative excess of slave-owners 
returned in Virginia, Maryland, and the District 
j of Columbia, must be attributed, in part, to the 
i inclusion of a relatively larger number of 
“slave-hirers.” Upon the whole, it may safely 
be concluded that at least seven tenths of the 
whites in the slave Stales, are not slave-owners, 
either in their own right or hy family relation. 
The numbtir of white males in the slave States, 
aged twenty-one years and upward, in 18.50, 
was 1,490.892. 

Considerinsr that tlie mimlier of 347,525, re¬ 
turned as slave-owners, is subject to some de¬ 
ductions, and considering that of the slave¬ 
owners many are females anil minors, it is 
I probable that not exceeding one fifth of the 
white male adults of the slave States own 
I slaves. 

Tlie noii-slaveliolding whites of the South, 

, being not less than seven tenths of the whole 
I number of whiles, would seem to be entitled to 
j some inquiry into their actual condition; and 
I e.s|)eciaily, as they have no real political weight 
j or coiisitferation in tiio country, and little op- 
I poriunity to speak for themselves. I have been 
for twenty years a reader of Soutliern news¬ 
papers, and a reader and hearer of Congression¬ 
al debates; but, in all that time, I do not recol¬ 
lect ever to have seen or heard these non-slave- 
iiolding whiles referred to by Southern gentle¬ 
men, as con.stiiuiiog any part of what they call 
‘‘ the South.'’ Wiien the rights of the South, 
or iis wrongs, or iis policy, or its interests, or 
its instiiutions.are sjioken of, reference is always 
iiileiuled to the rights, wrongs, policy, intere.'^ts, 
and institutions, of the three hundred and forty 
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sovcn il'.ousnntl slavohokiers. Noho'.lv' gets into' 
Congn'ss IVoni liu^ South but by their (iirnclion ; 
nobody siieak.s nt Washington iur any Sui.iiiiern 
interest oMcej)! theirs. Vet there is, at the 
South, tjuit(' anot'ner inlere.st than theirs : ein- 
Irracing tVuin two to thref* limes as many white ' 
jteople; and, its we shall presently see, entitled 
to tile deepest syini'.aihy tind eonuniseration, 
in view of the materia!, intellectual, and moral 
privation? to wiiich it has been sui)j(mled, the 
degradation to which it has already iieen 
retluced, and the still more f’earrul deLp-adation 
with which it is tlirealened I.*;/ th.e inevilalde 
ojieration ofexisting causes and itillueim.es. 

From a pvper on “ iJome.slic iVlaiinractures 
in the Sotiiii and West.” published I'y M. 
Tarver, of iViissouri, in ici?', ]. make the ibl- 
lowing extracts ; 

'* The free populalion oC tbe South inny bo divided 
into two -tlie s!a.V(.!hoidt;r aiid tbo nnn--luve- 

holder. I am not iiwo.re l.'iiit the rel.mivo uuuilvjrs 
of the.so two cla.sst'.s have ever bcou n.ccerliiiiied in 
any of the SL-ntes, but; I am .-atisfied tloU, tlu; non- 
si avoholder.s f.ir outriuuji'cr th«ii f.lave’noblor.'''—per- 
h.'ips by three to one. fa t'm. more Hui.iiiic.rn ponion 
of this region, the non slave hoi dors pus.sess, generally, 
but very small me.an.^’, aiul the land whica ihty pos 
se.is is almost universally poor, .aairi so storiio that a. 
.soanty .'•mb. istence is iili tbat can be derived from its 
cultivation; and the more fertile sail, being in the 
possession of the slaveholder, must ever roLua>n out 
of tho power of those who have none. 

“ This state of tbing.s is agroatdrawbacK, and b^nrs 
heavily upon and depres.sus the moral energies of :he 
poorer obasses. -K- * * The acquisition of a re¬ 

spectable position in the scale of wealth appears so 
ditlicult, that thev declir.c tho hopeless pursuit, ard 
many of thorn settle dowxi into habits of idleness, and 
become the almost passive subjects of nil it.s conso- 
qunnoes. And I lamonr, to say rh.at I have observed 
of late year.s that avi evident detorionuicn is taking 
place in this pa-rt of the popula.tion, the youngerjior- 
tion of it being ioss educatei.i, loss industrious, and in 
every poirit of view les.s rcspect.-ibic th.an their ances¬ 
tors. lo is, in an cniincri':. d'-'gree, the ir- 

torcst of v.ha slaveholder ihat a v/a.y to wealtii nod 
respectability .should be opened to this part of the 
population, and that encouragement should be given 
to enterprise .a.nd inoustry ; and whnt would be uiore 
likely to alford this encouragement than the intro- 
ductaon of manufii’ctuTosi' * * 4^= To the. slave 

holding class of the population of tho Southwest, the 
iiitroduc!ion of m.anufactures is not less intore.'-ting 
than to tho non slavehoiding class. Tiie. fo:mc:r pos¬ 
sess almost all r.he wealth of the country. Tiio p;os 
ervation of this wealth 'S a subject of the highest 
consideration to those who po:scss rh” 


point of view less re.spectable, than their at 
ce.stors. 

Ill the .Tiinuary riurnher, ol’ I8.0O, ofi'e7.>ou' 
!iC!;iv.}i\ is an article ou ^’Jlamijaciurca in .Sop, 
Cc.roliiiaJ’ hy li. Taylor, of Charlesio! 
(rf. i'.,) from which I make ilje following e; 
u-mCIs ; 

“There i.s, ie some quarters, a natural jealousy 
tlie sligbecht innovation upon e.stabli;-.t!e(l bii'oits , ’a\ 
bvCMu.se nn cirorl has been made to cidlcct the poi 
and uni'trij'iioyed wliitc ];o]iulation into our newha 
lOrioH. tears have ari.sen that .some evil would gro 
out of Lh{5 inifoducl^on of such fStabhshmtnts amoi 
us. 

“Let us, hocyever, look at this mat'er wii-li cniuh 
and caimue.'s, and e.xamine all its heurin-.rs, bef -rc: a 
deterniine tbat the iiitroduction of a jrofitablo i.etbi 
try will vudangcr our instiinticns- * * 'll 

])oor man lias a vote as we ll A.s the rich man. and i 
i/ur State the number of the former will largely ovo 
balance the latter. So long as these ju)or but indu: 
Irioiis people could see i-.o mode cf living except by 
degradin'.' operation of work with tho negro upon th 
plantation, they were content to ch'duro life in ii 
mo.st disc ..arai irig f’o'iu^, sa.ti.‘:ilod lhoy\ycro a/jotr; i h 
.slave, though faring oLea worre than be. .13ut th 
progress ot the v/Oild ts ‘onward,' and though i 
some seetior.s it is slow, still it is • oz/vcY/tv/.'{incl tb 
great mioss of our poor wtiita pnpi\ln.t!on begin t 
understan'i that they have rights, .and that tbey,tc( 
are entitled to some of the symjjathy which falls uj. 
on the sulfering. They arc fast Io.-.-..rnhjg that ther 
i.s an almost infinite world of industry opening befor 
them. b-. which they can elevate tboin,selves and thei 
families from w-retchedness and ignoianco, to coiupe 
trfXice and intelligence, h, is this great. upheavi,/if 
of our vius.ms that we have, to fear, so Ju/r as oitr in 
st/t ui iofis are concerned. 

‘•The employiacnt of tho white labor which i 
novv to a great extent contending with absoluo 
want, w’ill en.altlc this pare of our population to sur 
round tlicmsolves with comf.'rts which poverty nov 
placet beyond (heir reach. Tho active industry of; 
fither, the careful heusewifery of the mother, ati( 
the daily cash tamings of four or five children, wil 
■.■cry .=<ion euablo each family to own a servant; thui 
iacniasing the demand for tliis species of property u 
an immense c.xtcnt. =" * * 

“'i'h'.- (pies.ion has often been asked, ‘V.'ill Sont'n- 
era ()p“ra.tive3 equal Northern in their ability t( 
accompli.sh fdct.uy work? As a general answer,] 
.should reply in the .'illirmative, bui at the same tinit 
it may with justice be s.aid they cannot at present; 
even in our be.st factories, accomplish .as much as ii 
usual in Northern mills. Tlie h'lbi'ude of our pcoplt 
has been to anything l.u;t cio.se iipj>!ic.atior! to manual 
labor, and it requires time, to b-ieg the whole habits 
of ape-son into a, new train.” 

The italicising in these extracts is Mr. Tay- 


Tliis pictur'r^ is distressing anti tiiscouniging; | hor’s, anti not miiie. 
distressing, in that it exhibits three fourth.? oi'j Mr. I'aylor ('xpresses himselfin a very coir 
the whites of the South substantially tlesiiluie ! fuseni and inartiiiciai way, but it is not dilit 
of properly, driven upon soils so .sterile ih.at i cull to luuiersiand what ho moans. He is ad- 
only a scanty subsi.^tence is oliiaiirahle from ! iln-’ssing himself’to llie s’-qveholding aristocracy 
them, tiepressot! in moral enm'gies, fiiu!in£r tho j anti he tlescribes these poor whiles very muc! 
pathway to resimclahiliiv so tlilliculi that iliey ! as a Froncli phiiosoph.or would describe lh< 
tieedine the hopeless pursuit, oomsing to strug- | blouses of’ the Faubourg St. Antoine to poiiu 
gle, and becoming the almost pa.'sive subjects j e:u's in the Faubourg St. CJermain. The collec- 
of’tlie conseiiuences of idleir-ss; discouraging, ! tion into towns of the ])oor and unemployei 
in that it exhibits this great hulk" of’ the white; wh.ite jjopuhation of South Carolina had evi 
jiopulalion growing worse instead of betU'r,; dmitiy given rise to some visions of social out 
evidently deteriorating, and its younger portion i breidt and anarchy, which .Mr. Taylor feel 
less educated, less iadusirious, and in every i called upon to dispel. These poor people, win 
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were AviDing to bp inilustnoiis if tlipy hud rho 
O[)i)oiii.ini'y to Lie 'ja>, hui to whom no lol.ior was 
oiibred exct'pi in d.gi’jnling (■(.mii'Mnioii wiili 
piantalion ni'n'roes, had been conieiil to st^o^■- 
ple on, enduring liie in its most diseouraginu' 
Lornis, eoate'ndmg with id.)s.o!ule want, and 
iillan I’aring worse than the negro, hut yet sol¬ 
aced liy tlio saliste.ciiun that they were alawe 
liie negro in sonu' respects. Ihii at length iight 
was hegiiming to petielraie even into South I'ar- 
oiina, and these uniiaiapy beings were caiching 
a g!iini).se of the trinh, that even they, in ih.eir 
depths oL poverty and huntiiiation, had soiiio 
rigiits, and \V('r(,‘ entitled to sotneoL the synij.ni- 
liiy which falls upon the sull'eriiig. They were 
last lee.rning that there existed, in happier coin- 

inunitics, uiodes oi' industry, which, iLopi'oed 
to them, would elevaut them and their I'amilies 
f'roin wrotcdiedness and ignorance to c.oiojte- 
tcnce and ititfilligeuce. Tins knowledge niighl 
eecasioii an upheaving of the masses, seriously 
threatening the social arid doiviesiic institutions 
of South (ja.miina, unless jtroperly directed, i!', 
on the contrary, these poor wdiiies could he 
ftirnisiied with remunerating labor, they would 
place themselves in a position of conilort, and 
evi;n l.iecome sdavehoiders themselves ; thus in¬ 
creasing the demand ibr that sort o!' property, 
and imiiancing its security. 

From an address upon the .subject ofrnnnufic- 
Inres iu South Carolina, delivered in Ibbl, be- 
f'.iri' the S'caili Carolina Instil- >(3, by VViiiiani 
Uregg, .il'.o., 1 make the Ibiiowing extracts : 

‘•la a'd o'.aer "oantri'js. aaci p'oriicutarly tua'u 
ficnuring ora ;abor ami oapii,ai hys iis:-uir.ir;g an 
aa:ajo.'!i, cc' • • ' h-t i. iJeru ifc cannafc bo t ic ;’.a?e ; 
uapica! v.’i ' be aiito to control tabor, even in 
Uiair.?;! iv.th vvii'tos, lo.'- blacks at .-/icy.s ho rc 

sorted to in ca.-ie of nc-:d. * * From t’ly b-nst 

estira^it-i-.s th'tt I ha -e boim able to r.arsko I pu' co.vn 
<f:o wDi:e po'.'p’o ,ybo migb.t to vjork, rind who d ) n.i, t, 
or who a/"(j so enipinyod a-! ?o be nrhol’y u active 
t j too Sevo, at one aaod'-ed and twaniy-ri ve thou- 
saad. 'it' * * F V this it apoex’s tb.'it but o-( f-'jfvh 
-of the prise-n poor wbiuss ofeu’ otuc vv-onid bo ne 
cossi,iy to ops:.-i.!e .1 ( OOplfiO .spiuclcs. * * * The 
appr-priati m annually made i)y cur J.egisl 'turc for 
our School Furd, every one must be awa.c .so far as 
dr C 'U'ir.iy r coacerred, hu,c beea little better thin 
a iraste of money. * * iV'/iilc we ■.no aware 

taat the iNorthevn a'-d Eaistern S:; 0 ^ ud 1 0 t 
entry in e.iaca’iijx tbo'.i'poor, we are -oiiy oa ^ i 
or su.ccs''in Ir; ma ce-, for even pi i 1 i s 
tbe Beirloc; ofoduotion ivou'd fa.ii to oroii? mioiv ot 
our I’oun.ry people to .-cad their cn I 1 o 

* * # I a.ivo Icn.j besn under i c ii c 1 

and O'-ery c-yia e.-epei-ieuce Ims r; rc .,1'i < * a> 
oon-'ictionp tba t t c , ' g 

lcjt.;d con-.i'tioc rm . A ^ / 

wao is an ohs-irv f ch i 1 p 1 1 h 

Oil.' couctry vrkn ^ K v, ti n l. it it 

all t'no o.'ipital, c I -.c 1 , i i- e . 

plot ed in diwioc 1 c I tli u 1 < , a .i. o 

is, that a I.arge portiin at ouf I'ocr v. ti r.e •.''‘cule aio 
■wholly .: o:^lcctrd, n 1 nro ff I 0 w noo ct -vvn y ■jii 
ovvitca-'O .0.1 a .sei-tc but one .-tcp in ndioncis of t'"o 
I dtioi ofthe forcot. )t is .on evd of v.i.^t m irnitude. 
an 1 n'.'tbing bui;acha-i;;e i'l piibii* scotuno.t w;,! 
ifl’-ot its cure. Thcsi* peop'e most be li.'o.igk.! i U.o 
daily contact with the rich nuJ intelligent—-they 
must bo stimulated to iueuiai ao-igu, and taught to 


' appreciate (!'!no,'i!!on and tbo coafovFi 0!’civiliz^'d 
liiv : .-'liid thi.^, we b-!.'cve. inav be c-irectcd ooly by 
ti'e iotvodaetiori of uunud'iccurcs. * My 

?’;<pe'ierci a,’, fircrito’. die r os me, thut iir- 

le,-.-. i.ur 11 i.o." jioople o.'iii lie b-.rught l p.'-e'.bor in vil- 
! g' 1 d-oiirrn n . of 0 n; lu'-o.i;o! t aH’iirued them, 
it will l-.o aa utroriv hope’e-’'! ellgrt tundortako to 
tduv. to i'»’■) ' ■" 'We hevo co'deofed at that 

il) in ju c < Ilf Inn (1 ul } I fe n mi’th, look- 
i , t t“l / f ( im I \ / il- IS / A h'.' toll 1 - 'du.'-tn- 
oils ar.d oalorl-r j c.jn!i!, uir. lU*looraldy i:rorant, 
i.h :fO-!c ui-Lu.s o t I i ill '<1 tm 1 g mit> o n ltd , 0 
to write ll:i-,ir immes 'fr '.mth the add of 

III ni.sicr.ft t f Oo.-'uel on tno .^pot. to pi’e.ieh 1 1 them 
nrd lociu-e ilitiii on the su'-Jo-rr we have obtained 
but -ab.m;. coildreii fn- our sebooi, of aboui .a 

hundred widcli arc in rbo piaeo. '\'>'e. are .■fati.^lied 
noi.'iing bir ;iine =onj p,t, 0 -ncc v.-jlt enable us to 
bring tln.m ;d! <.uc. * * * L'r, i.s very deaf to 

mo; the t,.;dy mc.o'S (>f o.iucating .a.rul bhristian- 
i/,lag Oil- p..uu- 'y.hites. will be to bring them into such 
viiia.rei. i"''.ic ‘”6 they w'.li not only bcs.coiuo intdiigent, 
bur a, liir.lVy and ttseliil c!a:,s in ini,- eoiimiunity. •'it" 
y ■■•r^viih.s itudu.'g t-itr f u!e. lloit no one can be peruiil - 
tr-d t.i t.iccupy our houses w';;o does not fend all bi.s 
eh'.liiron t.i school that arr: bet worn the of .= i.x 

vfAd tw..ire, it war. with soino diiiiruliy, at (if.st, tlmt 
Wo I'miiri mu.Ko up oven a small school.” 

!l i.s ooticcahlo that. jM'r. Gregg, like Mr. Tay¬ 
lor, hogiiiy hy :ui aliompt lo allriy patrician 
ji-‘;'i!ou.si(‘s, excited by the idea of collecting the 
poor whines into mas.-s'i-.s. Mr. Gregg points 
out I hilt tin; existence of h-lavery enables ca[)ilal 
to control white .iahur as well as black, liy iho 
power wiiicli il retains lo subslilule liie latler, 
when ibe Ibrrner ber.omes unruly. 

The wiioie while popuialion of Soulh Car¬ 
olina, by the census of IdoO, being only 
TrijoGo, nearly one lialf, according 10 Mr. 
Gregg’s esiiiTiaie, are substanlially idle and 
unpruduciive, and Avould seem lo have sunk 
inio a coiuiiiion bul iiille removed iVom bar¬ 
barism. vVll lire capital, enierprise, tind intelli¬ 
gence, of the IStiUe, being empiuyetl in directing 
slave labor, these poor whites, wlioliv neg¬ 
lected, wliiling away an existence Lu.il urn; step 
in advance ol' ihe Indian of the forest, never 
tauglit to ajipfeciate education and the com¬ 
forts of civilized liie, deplorably ignomnl, tend 
induced witii great dillicully, and only by slow 
d'-grees, to seiut their cliiidren to .scliools, do 
truly cotistituu- ''an evil of vast man-nil/ide,” 
and cal! loudly for some means of "educatin'^ 
and Cliri.sliuiiiziiiij; ” them. 

Gov. Haimnond, in an address before the 
8 ouib <'aroliiia instiiuie, in ]8b0, describes 
lb(;'.-:-e’[)jor whites as follows : 

•• Th 'y ubtidn ■: pvecirirus subsi.^tcace hy occa.s.ioU" 
id j by iiumirjg by iis!ii/ig by plundering ficlda 
or f.ld.s. .-ind to:; ofleu by w'rott i.-i :n its effect.? fur 
wo t iul'og wiiii slave?, and seduring them 10 
pluador hr; t’.'mtr beuaiU." 

E’ilsewiiere Mr. Gregg spea'ks as follows : 

“Ic i.? only nece.ssary to build a manufa.jtuvxng 
vi l.i/i's ofin a hciuiiiy lo..-titioii, in any part 
of rha Sc oo. to have crowds of vhe?e people around 
yiiu .seeS.ing eti; ploy men t at h'i!f iho compensation 
g'ven to operati c? nt dj? North, it i.s indeed pain 
fill to bo brought in contact with such igu-jr.uicc and 
dttgradatiou.''’ 
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Is it really true that South Cfuolina means 
to (lissolv'e this TJi>ion, it' she c:uinot ])e per¬ 
mitted to extend further, institutions uttder 
which one (ifih of her jteople are savages, 
while another three fifths are slaves 7 

!n a paper 'puitiished in lii-5:.2, upon the In- 
diisirial ]ici:;e)tcrali.()ii (if the. SoiilJ}” advocating : 
manufactures, llie lion. J. II. Lumpkin, ot 
Georgia, says ; 

“It is onjoctefl til'll. Pnosn mnnuf i.nliringeslaorisli- 
■jients •i'.ill boc^mo Iho not bed: of cTiiUft. 

But I am by no mcrirei roady to oonot'do ^bofc our 
poor, (legrr.ded. hiilf-fcd, liaM-cio'bcd. a-.d ignoriuit 
population-■'.vithou- ts-bh’lh Scbo'-ls or any other 
Idr.d (;1 laHlrucl'on, monial or moral, or v-rithout any 
jU;t app’-'ociatioi'i of f;b:iracU'r--ivill tm injured by 
giving them em[)loymoot, wiii.h v?i,l b'ing them nn- 
dor tbio o'orsight of omjdoyers, ivho will insp'ro thoni 
with solf-rc,spect by takiiig an intertst in ihcir wcl- 
fciro.” 

Georgia,' it seems, like South Carolina, and 
under the inlluence of the same great cause, 
lias iier poor whiles, degradeil, hall-feti, hall- 
clothed, without mental or moral instruction, 
and destitute of si'lf-respecl and ofany just ap¬ 
preciation of character. Is it really true tlial 
Georgia means to dissolve this Union if she 
cannot be jiermittetl to blast tiiis fair continent 
with such a population as this? 

A paper up'on Colloii and Collon. J)hirivfiic- 
tures at llic 6'on/./t, by Mr. Charles T. .Tames, 
(United States Senator,) ofRhode Island, whicii 
1 find in Do Bow’s Lidustrial Resources (if iJie 
SouUi and JFest, contains statements similar, in 
substance, to those of IMessrs. Taylor, Gregg, 
and Lumpkin. Mr. .lames’s pursuits have 
made him* acquainted with, the condition ol' 
manufactures in all sections ol the country, 
and his essays are written in a spirit oi candor, 
and even kindness to the South, a.s liieir pub¬ 
lication by De .Bow sufiicienily prove.s, Mr, 
James says : 

“This is .‘I subject on v.'l\icb. though it demands 
attonfcion, we shuuld .speak with delicacy. It is not 
to be disfuuied. nor crui it bo suceo-'.sf.illy contro 
yerted, that a degree and extent of poveety' and 
dosMtution exist in the Southern State.'!, among a. 
certain class ol' peopie, .ahno.st unknown in the 
manufaciliving district!-' of tlie Norlb. The poor 
white man wUl endure the evils of pinciiing j) 0 Vi.M'ty, 
rather than engas.c in servile labor under rhe oyist- 
iug ftnte ol' things, tven were emp'o;;.uicnt ofl'cred 
him, which i.s not'gcueral. The wliue female is not 
wanted at service, .and if she were, she ivnuld, how- 
over humble in the icalc of stciety, con.suier such 
service acloaroe I'f degrad.'ii ion tr. whu;’!! she con’d no; 
conde-mend; and she has, tUcreforo. no roiousco hut 
to sulf.ir the pang.s of want and wrc-tchodnc.5?. B ijs 
and girls, by t;bousand.s, dest/rute lioth of cmjiloy- 
ment and the me.ms of edue dion. grow up to igno¬ 
rance and poverty, and, t >o many of them, to vice 
and crime. * Tu'; w.'iliu kriuws, from 

r.cr.''oaai ucquaintauco and obscrva,tio:i, that poor 
Southern persons, ninto an 'i fe.nuile. are gl.a.'l v.o 
thoaiselvc!.: of individual elVirts to yirocurc a emufort- 
.able livelihood in .a,r.y enudoyiner.l; deciuecl resi cet- 
abio f '.r white persotus. They make appt'e ttions ‘o 
col,ton mills, wbvro .such tersofus jko v.Mrhed, in 
nirnbai’s much beyond the domind for bi.’oor; aiul, 
tviiea admitted thci'e, they soon asiuuio the ixiiius- 


trious habit.s, nnd decency in dress and manner.?, of 
the operatives in No'lbern ficioric.s A doinitnd for 
labor in such e;itanii.sbmcnl.s i.s ’dl that is iieca:i.savy 
to raise th s class from want and beggary, a: d ( no 
frefjaei.il 1} ) mond degrauiilion. to a .‘■tate of c iihoi.t, 
(•(imparaiive iudfpei.d'iicc, auu mural and social 
lerjjeiravility. .fJesi‘'e,s thi.s. ‘lioii'ands oTsuch would 
nutu.-iilly come togrliter as residcrils in mariufacmr- 
ing vilu-ge.s, wboro wilii very bfilo t'ou’ole and o;<. 
pen.'o. they might receive a. common tcliool educa- 
tiou. i'.:Stu;!d of growing up in profoiuid ignoran''e.” 

Tlicso r('mark.s of Mr. Jatues are quoted and 
emior.sf'd in an article upon the KsialdislDnenl cf 
,Man((faclur('.s in, jycio Orleans, w\\)vAi I find in 
De JJoiv’s Jieviciv for January, 1850. The wri¬ 
ter, wb.ose name is siot given, but who ap¬ 
pears to he a citizen ol'New Oriean.s, says: 

“ At pre.scnt. tlie .sourcc.s of pmployme't o] en to 
fo-vales (.'ipvc in menial ollicc-) ;-re very limited; 
j and an inahilily to procure suitaldo oc; upiition is 
I an evil much to ho depb.rcd, ss tending in its coi;f.o- 
(luonce.? t.i produce dcmoralixfition. 

•• The ruperier graces of fcin iio b-ibor rnny be coc- 
s'dercd such a.s imply a neccs.'ily for cducatinn on 
the part of the (viployii'-- woile the menial cb-i.si s 
I gcncral'iy regaided ns of the lowest; r.nd in a slave 
I State, this ttnndnrd is ‘in the lowest dcp'hs. a lower 
j deep,’ from the f.iCt, that, by arsoeintion, it is a rtriuc- 
i tiotl of the white servant to the level of their colored 
I iellow-monials.’' 

I The complaint of low wages and want of 
! employment comes Irorn every part of the 
i South. 

i Mr. Steadman. ofTenne.ssee, in a paper upon 
i the Extension of Colton and Wool Factories at 
\ the South., says : 

I “ In Lowell, lo.bor is paid the fair compensation of 
; 80 cents a d’ly for men. and $2 a. week for women, 

I be-ide bonr.d, while in Tennc.ssoo the average coni- 
1 pensation for iahor does not exceed 50 cents per ciny 
j for men. and $ i.2;3 po- week for women. Such is tho 
I wisd im of a wise divj.siou of labor. ’ 

I In a speech made in Congress fi ve or six years 
i .since, Mr. T. L. Ciingman, of Kcrih Carolina, 
i .said : 

I “ Our m.anufaciuri'ng establishments can obtain 
i tho raw rnaferial (cotfo”) at nearly two cents on 
j the pound cheaper than the %'cw Brjglnnd cstablish- 
! meats. Labor is likcwi.'e one hund.'cd per cent. 

I cheaper. In tho upper part,; of the wState, the labor 
of either a 'roe niam or a •■lave, includiuo- bo.'ird, do- 
' thing, itc., fvin lie ohtvined for from IjillO to ,‘ii]2l) per 
.•ini.uui. jt w’Jl cost ii/'; Ic.Tst tAicc that sum in iNow 
i England. Tho diffr-Tonco in t'uc cost ot temiilo labor, 
i whether free or slave, is even giontcr. .As we 'hnvo 
: now a population of nearly one initlion, wo m'ghi 
i ndvance tf a sreat cxienf. in manufacturing, bo.'.i,irc 
i we matcri.'illy increased tho w.ages of labor.” 

I A Richmond ( V'a.) new.-spaper, the Dispatch, 

I says: 

“ AVc will only sirppo.ec that the re-vdy innclc shoes 
; imported into t".is c'ty from the Nonh..'.'ud sold here, 
were m >nufict’n-ed in Ricbmotid. ^yhs.t, a g!ca.t nci- 
, ditioa it would be to the mo ims of emDloymcut! How 
many boj .s r. ud females would find the moans efoarn- 
j ing their broid, who arc now suffering for a tegular 
j supply of the necessaries of life.” 

i Tlie following statistics from th.e Census oi 
! iS50 show tin; number of whites (excluditnj 
i foreiiTii-horn) in certain States, and the number 
lof while persoQSj excluding foreiga-born, in 



such States, over twenty years of age, unable j 
to read and write : j 

JJiuihJt>. to ri'iid I 

Slf/tes. IV/utf’s. and trrilf'-. 1 

■New H rigland States 

New York - - 2,oO.‘;I, lO.l 2.'!.‘.''ID 

Al.ib-iuii - ' ^14,011*, IS 

Arka,ns.'.s - - l(t(),72l in, 71)2 j 

Kentucky - - 7."i0.()i2 ! 

]M,is?ciari - • 615,‘I'M 2-! 4 2i) ; 

Virt-'inia - - 871847 75.808 j 

North Carolina • 55(1 'lU't 7H.'.'2i) i 

South Carolina - 2(it),05;» 15.5s() i 

ricoriiiin. - - 515 1?0 4 0,79 1 

Tennossoa - - 751,198 77,017 

'rhe evils which afllict tlie slave States are 
various anti cornplicaied; hut they all originate 
wirh, or are aggravated by, that ihia! insiiinuon 
'.vhich WashiingtOii, Jefierson, Patrick Henry, 
and all the great men oi’ the South ol'ih.e Ivov- 
olulionary epoch deplored, hut which tlie mad¬ 
ness of modern times hugs as a blessing, 

Tlie wages o!‘ labor are always low in coun¬ 
tries cxc!u,sively agricultural. Industry begins 
to he fairly rowartled, wlien it is (.iniied with 
skill, when employments are properly divided, 
aad when the general average (jf educaiion and 
intelligence is raised by the facilities ailbrded 
by density of popn.ilaiion. The grain-growing 
re,gions of .Eastern Europe are tilled by serfs; 
it is only in Western Europe that we find in¬ 
dustry enjoying any tolerable measure of com¬ 
petence, inieliigenco, and respeciabiiity. Agri¬ 
cultural countries are comparativeiy j)Oor, and 
iiumufacturing and commercial countries are 
comparatively rich ; because rude labor, even 
upon rich soils, is less productive than skilled 
labor, aided by machinery and accumuiatf-'d 
capital. That the South is almost exclusively 
agricultural, results, esj)ecialiy in tlie more 
northerly slave States, (wh.ich liave admirable 
natural facilities for mining and manufactur¬ 
ing.) from, tlie institution of Slavery, under 
which there cannot ho in the organization of 
society that middle class, which, in free iStates, 
is the nursery of intelligent and enterprising in¬ 
dustry. 

The whites at the South not connected with 
the ownership or management of slaves, con¬ 
stituting not far iVom three fourths of the whole 
number of whites, conrineil at best to the low 
wages of agricultural labor, an:l par'ialiy cut 
off even from tliis by the degradation of a eom- 
panionsliip with black slaves, retire to tlie out¬ 
skirts of civilization, where they lead a semi¬ 
savage life, sinking deeper and more hopelessly 
into barbarism with each succeeding genera¬ 
tion. Tire slave-owner takes at lirst all the liest 
laud, and finally all the land susceptible of reg¬ 
ular cuh.ivaiion ; and the poor whites, thrown 
back upon the hills and upon the sterile soils— 
mere squatters, without energy enough to ac¬ 
quire title even to the cheap lands they occupy, 
without roads, without schools, and at length 
without even a desire for education, become the 
miserable beings described to us by the writers 
whom i have quoicd. Iii Virgiaia and ail the 


old slave Slates, immense tracts belonging*to 
private owneivs, or abandoned for taxes, and in 
the Soiulnve.st, immense Ira.cls beion,ginglo the 
(Jovermnent of the United Stales, arc occupied 
in this way. Soiiihorii agriculture, rude and 
wasteful to the last degree, is not fitted to grup- 
I'llo with dinicuhlies. It seizes upon rich soils, 
and nourishes only wh.'iie it is exhausling them, 
li knows huw to raise cotton ami corn, hut has 
no (lexibiiity, no power of adaptation to circiim- 
staoces, no inventiveness. The poor while, 
if he cannot find lioitoms wiiereon to raise 
grain, bi'comes a hunter upon the hills which 
might enrich him with ilocks and herds. 

In til-.' first settlement of liie new ami rich 
soils ol’tiie S(u.iihwesi, ihe.se evils were less ;>p- 
pnueut; hut tile (h.)wnvv!i.rd progress is rup'id 
ami certain, b'irst tlie i'armer without slavf*s, 
ami tiicn the small phinier, succumbs to ilie 
conrjuering desolation. How teelingly it is 
dcjiicted m llio following extract !Vom :m 
address delivered a few weeks since by the 
Hoii. C. C. Clay, jr., of AJahuma : 

“I van .show j-ou, with sorrovr, in tiio olilcr por- 
tiuns or Aiatianiii, ii.tu-l in iny imtivo coanty of ''fiid- 
ison.tlie sad tnc-aorial.s of lhe arile.s.s ;i,nd o.xhansling 
culture of cotton. Our small ))hi,ntors, after taking 
tl.e cream otf their lands, nn iblo to re.storo thorn by 
nrst, oiannre.s, or othorwi.se. are going furtlior VVc.st 
and South, in S;',ateh of otuor virjpu lands, which 
they may :e-id will despoil and imiiovori.sh in like 
manner. Our wealthier planicr.';, with greater me.ans 
and no more skill, ore buying out their poorer ncigli- 
bors. extendi eg tludr jda ntations. and adding to their 
slave force. The wealthy lew, who are able to live 
on smaller profits, and to give their blasted fields 
some vest, are thu.s pusliing otT the many who ore 
merely independont. Of the .‘820 000.000 annuolly 
reaH'/.eti from tbosaifs o.i the cotton crop of Alaharnn., 
neaiiy all mot o.';pend.-d in support ng the producor.s 
i-> re-inves cd in hind and negroes. Thus Ibe white 
population has decreased and the slave increased 
almost fici.'-i jrrasn m several courdics of onr State, 
lu 1S2.5, Matiison county cast about 3,000 votes; 
n-ow, sho cannot cast oxceedirjg 2 .■)(h). lu traversing 
that county, one will discover numei ous tiinu-houscs, 
unco the abode of industrious and intelligent iioo- 
mcn, now occupiied by sla.ve.s, or ienavicle.ss, (lcsert''-d, 
.and dilapidated ; ho will ob.serve fields,.once fertile, 
now unfenced, abandoned, and covore^dwith those 
evil harbingers, fox-taii and brooinsedge; he will sea 
the rrio.ss growing on the mouldering wnalls of once 
thrifty villages, and will firni ‘ ono only master grasps 
the whole domain,’ tha.t once furnished happy homes 
for a dozen white tamiliss. Indce i. a country in its 
infancy, wdiore fifty year.s ago scarce a forest tree 
bad been felled by the a.xe of the pioneer, is already 
oxhibitirig the painfisl signs of sonilily aad decay, 
.•i.pparcnt in Virginia and the Caroiir.as." 

U is umioubtedlv Irtu? that the comJition of 
tlie South would he vastly ameliorated if its 
pmwuii.s were more diversified, if it.s great facili¬ 
ties for milling and manulaciuring were im¬ 
proved, and if its wasteful systems of agricul¬ 
ture were changed. The profits of capital 
would be raised, and tlie proriucliveness of 
labor would be enhanced. To a certain ex¬ 
tent, perhajas, the tree laborer might he bene¬ 
fited by the greater empdoynienl and higher 
wagef which would result; but the same fatal. 
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overf'-lirtdowins^ evil which has driven him from ! 
the held, would drive him from the workshop 
and ihe Ihctory. Ilon'cl in Interc Iclhalis arnndo. 
Kven Mr. Gre"", (Voin wiumi i ha.vf' (juoled 
above, .says that '‘ail rnn'rsir.rs, who hare ex~ 
'jatrimee in. llw viaU.er, (.hr (kcuk'd rnrfer- 
encii to hlacks as oprraUrntd^ Mr. Monie;ui!i(-ry, 
in hi.s treali.se on the *• Cullon dtiannl'aclnrrs of 
ihe United Slates CompatrA wllh Ureat llrli- 
auiA stalf'S lha!, liierc are, several coUon. fac- 
lories in Tennessee, ojjcraled enilre.ln Inj sliii'e la- 
hor. (here not heini:; a. sehile wan in. the 'inill hut, 
Ihe snpcrinkndenlT Tiie employ nuai: of slaves 
i.s common (!verywhere at tlie ,Souih. in I'acio- 
ries and iiiinin:,^. 'The auiiior o!' ■“ The .hhiiure 
of Ihe Snulh '’ (De .Bow’s Beview, vol. 10, 
paije 14(3) savs ihai "ihe hiaeks are eqiudly 
serviceable in faclories as hiJiekUT 

A v.’riter in ;Iie Missksippian savs; 

“Will not our .sluvo:^ make l.aiiiior,s? And can 
they not, when supj.Vied vrith materia's, make peg 
and other hIioos? Cirntio!; our slaves nialco pioiiges 
and harrows, Ac. ? Thu .N'ew klngland Srat.c.'^ etrnnot 
n'ii.ko and send us brick and frame hoinrcs, and iheic- 
foi'o \vc have l^a.-rned that our sla.'. os can make and 
jao' bricks, and pcTform tlie work of house-J<'inors 
and carportter.s. in i'act, v/e know that in mechani¬ 
cal. piirsnits, and i.nanufaclnring cotton and woollen 
.goods, they are tine laborers.” 

The statesman, like Gov. Hammond, looking 
at the matter from a sirttesman’s point oi' view, 
may recommend, as he doe.s, the employment of 
poor whites in factories, ;is being upon the . 
v/hole, although imniedinlcly less cheap, more ' 
for the general good of the cernmunity. Men i 
are not governed in matters of business by atty i 
such, consideration as this. If slave labor is 
adapted to factories, as if would seem to be, 
and is cheaper titan while labor, ns it would i 
also seem to be, it will be employed, be the 
consequences to the community ever so dis¬ 
astrous, And where it is entpluyed at ail, it 
will be employed e.sclusively, as in the Ten¬ 
nessee ftetories, horn the insuperable repug¬ 
nance of whites to labor side by side and on an 
eiiuality >yiih black slavt-s. 

■ 'J'he diliTculty in the case is invincible. Tire 
property-holders of dm ;?outh own a vigorous 
and serviceable body of black l:i!.)orers, who can 
be fed for $:20 per anmim, and clothed for $10 
per annum: who can be kppt industrious and 
preserved from debilitatiiig vices by coercion, 
by no means inapt in the simpler arts, naturtii- 
Jy docile, atul, under any tolerable trealment, 
“ fat and sler-k ; ” such is the terrible, the over- 
wbeirniti.g, the irresi.stible competition, to which 
the non-properi.y-hoiiiing tliree qnarter.s of the 
whiles at the South are subjected, when they 
come into tiie market with tlieir labor. 

It is not wonderful that they seek escape from 
iho nightmare which broods over them, and 
11 y by thousands to the rel’uge ol the iVee Stales. 
The census of 1650 found 609,3/" 1 persons liv¬ 
ing in the free .States who were born in lire 
slave States, while only 206,633 persons born 


in the free Stales were living in the slave Stnlp?, 
'.fhe numbers of emigrants fi-um free to slave 
.Stares, aiui from slave to free Slates, liviiig in 
1850. have been carefully collected from Table 
C.XX, found on the IKkh pane of the Cnin- 
l.endium of the Census of 1S5(J. 'I’liatTabio' 
gives the nativity of the "white and free c(Aorc.d 
populnlionf without disiinntiisbing tire two 
classes: but ihe " free colored popuUd.iotU^ is 
too small, and its niuvroneni too slight, to aiT(‘(.‘t 
the isubstantial accuracy olTire calculation. On 
the 115lh page of this Compimdium is Ibuii;! 
the following statement; 

‘•Thuro .arc r.ow, 72i'vl'‘>0 ]icrRona living in .'jI.'vvo- 
holtlirig Stvtu.s who aro n!in.ivo.s of non slavuthnldiiii. 
St.‘itu?,;i n(! 2:3.2, i 12 porson.s living in non-siavolioldirig 
Siatoa who are n.Mtivus of aiaveholding .Status,'’ 

I This i.s a manih.'Si error, and I supposerl at 
fire. •h;V dmi'e was :.i :r;iii,-]poAiion of the ntea- 
I hers, but, upon calcuiaiion, I'iiui the true nttm- 
' hers to be as given in. the text. It is to be ob- 
i served that the white population of the fn-'e 
j Stales is double tb.at of the slave Slate.s, so that 
j the per cenlage of Southern v/lriies moving 
; North is six limes gn-aier than that of Norlheri! 
'whites moving 8otub.. 

.it is to be observed also, in reference to tvhat 
little emigration there i.s from the free to the 
slave Slates, that it re.suIts IVom the fact that 
the domestic institutions of the latter do not 
encourage the development of mercantile enter¬ 
prise, mechanical skill, and general busine.-^.s 
capacity, and that the deficiency in those re¬ 
spects is iiecessarily supplied from abroad. Ol 


were labor, 

there is 

absolutely no 

movement 

iVom tbe fre 

e to tiie .s 

lave Slates. ■ 

- 

or the ]>'-* 

rsons who have eioigratf 

■d from the 

border slave Stales, 

and Avho wore living in 

other States 

in 1350 

the Ibiiowing 

1 table tvill 

sl.iow the 1 

lumbers 

living in free 

and slave 

Stales, respectively : 





Living in 

Living in 

T.»i! grntfd f. 

’■(jtn 

i ■til-. Si fries. 

sLnVe, Sl'/trs. 

.LHilawa.ru 

. 

2.V182 

C.'T.TO 

Maryi.'i.iid 


- 85,004 

41.(527 

Virginia 


- 382,424 

204.0151 

.Kontiicky 


- 148.G80 

107,844 

M'lo.sou'i 

- 

• 20,244 

14,532 

Total 


- 452,524 

S75.S53 


If from 833,387, tbe entire number of emi- 
’ grants from these Stales, we deduct one foiirlh 
part, assumed to be holders of slaves, and there- 
f(.ire compelled to select their residence in slavi 
States, we have lefi 623,790 as the number o; 

. emigrants not holders of slaves, and ihereibrt: 
at liberty to .select their resirience in free or 
; scive -Slates, as they might think best. Of this 
number 4(3.2,53-4:, or a fraction short oi’seventy- 
four per cent., selected the free Sltates. 

Of (he persons who have emigrated from ihe 
. border free Slates, and who were living is 
other Stales in 1350, the ibllowing table will 
show the numbers living ig free and slave 
. States, resp-scliveiy: 




Living in 

Liv/vg in. 

from. 

free State s. 

s/avr. itJlateS 

Now Jersey 

- Ill all 

I.S..IIS 

Fonnsvlvaiiiii 

- Jtlfl.XI? 


Ohio 

- lot), 

2;bT7t) 

Indian.a 

- nil, i-M, 

2 . 1 ,7sn 

lilinois 

L’LfrnT' 

2:M17S 

Iowa 


] 76S 

Total 

- y;;:2,'i7I. 



or the emigration from lite border .Suites, it 
is to be observed tliat its direciion, wiieilter to 
free or to slave States, is less coiitroiled by the 
consideration ofeliinaie than is tiie direction of 
the emigration iVoin the extreme biorth or tiie 
extreme South. 

Tlie following table sl.'ows the number of 
persons living in 1 S 50 in Illinois, Indiana, and 
Missouri, who emigrated iVoni the slave .SuUfX';, 
excluding the border Slates, ami excluding Ar¬ 
kansas, which is adjaceiu to ?Viissouri: 


ijrcUt'jl to lilt- l.ittii 


Em.igratfd from 

nul.'i a nd ha 

'I'liia. to 

North Carolina 

- ■! 7.02(1 

1 7 00'.) 

South Ca,rolina 

- S 2XI 

2.0!'.) 

Coorgia 

- 2,1()2 

! .251 

Tonnossco 

- •15,0X7 

41.070 

A'lab<aiua 

- .!,r;:o 

2.007 

Mississippi 

777 

'ois 

Louisiana 

701 

740 

Texas 

107 

2)8 

i’iorida - 

■11 

67 

Total - 

- 105,75.5 

69,018 


Here is an emigration in volving consideralde 
journeys, and not controlled by tlie considera¬ 
tion of immediate proximity. It is an emigra¬ 
tion to Stales very similar in local position and 
physical characteristics. Such dilierenci'S as 
do exist, liowever, in climate and productions, 
would incline the JSouihern emigrant to Mis¬ 
souri. Yet we find three fifths of these emi¬ 
grants placing tliemselves voluntarily under 
the operation ol' tlie Ordinance oi’ ] 7 ' 67 . Jt is a 
fair inference, and it is trmy, that the read wishes 
as well as real interests of a majority of the 
whites of the South are in o|)po.siiion to the ex¬ 
tension of Slavery ; but it is only the minority 
of slaveholders, which is represented in Con¬ 
gress, or which has otherwise any jjolilical 
weight in the country. 

It is unquestionahle that tin' immigration 
from the South has itrouglit into the iVee States 
more ignorance, poverty ,and ihrifilessness.than 
aa equal amount of tiio immigration IVom fau- 
tope. Where it I'ornis a marked ieature of the 
population, as in Southern Illinois, a longiitne 
must elapse btdbre it is iiroughi up to the gen¬ 
era! standard of intelligence and enterijrise in 
the free Slates. This remark is made in no 
spirit of unkindiK'ss. Tlie whites of the Suutii 
ore nearly all of the Hevolulioitary stock, 'bhey 
ore a line, manly rat^e. Tiieir valor, attested 
Upon a hundreil hatiic-ilelds.slutne umarnislnni 
oiui still resplendent in the last conflict of the 
llepuitlic. i\'o batiner floated more defiantly, 
otnid the smoke and fire of the Valley of ?vlex- 
ico, than that up-borne by the inextinguishable 
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' gallantry of.the sons of South Carolina. I feel 
; for that unhappy people all the ties of kith and 
’ Ivdn. God l(.■)^lJid that any avenue should be 
closetl, l.iy which they may escapi? out of the 
horrible pit of their bondage. If the Clonslilu- 
lion permits tlie .South to recapture their fugi¬ 
tive biaeks, banpiiy it does not permit lhen.i to 
; recapture their i'ugiliia;' \vb.it(\s. 

: It is said liiat no ecjual number of negroes 

were ever so well off, upon the whole, as the 
‘ .slaves of the .South, and that, in cotitrasl with 
i'neir native harlxirism, their jjre.scnt lot, hard 
I as it i.s, is one of iinprov'cnenl am! comparative 
i advaneeinetil. Iv/en if this be true, even if 
three uiiiiions ami a baif of people of African 
^ blooii lia\'e, i.iceii rais.'s! in the scale of civi!i/a- 
i t!on, the jirice paiti for it is too et.istly. A\ii 
: eijual numi.it'r of jieopie of the Caucasian stock 
have been deprived of'all that constitutes eivili- 
, xatibn, amd thrust down into barliarism; tints 
j reversing the (,>rder of L'rovidenee, and sacrifi- 
I ciiig I lie superior to the interior rai.'o. 

It is said tb.at an extension oi’ ih..' area of .S!a- 
I very would add to the personal comtbrl of the 
; .'rdaves, at least for a considerable p'criod of time, 

I I'lven if this be so, our first and higiiest duty 
I is i(,! our own race ; and it will be n most ila- 
' grant a.nd inexcusable lolly to permit such a 
I sacrifice of it as we now witness in the .Soulh- 
i era .Slates, to be (‘nacted ovitr again upon the 
I vast area.s of the VVk'St. Where iho two races 
j aciuaily coexist, the relation iviiieh may best 
j sulisisi between tliem may afford fair matter 
i for dispute ; but it is against the clear and mani- 
; ie.st dictates of common sense’, voluntarily, wii- 
^ lingiy and wdth our eyes open, to sufijecl the 
ivhilt; man to a eonqamionshii.) which, under 
! any relation, is an encumbrance and a curse. 

.It is for the intelligent self-intere.st, theChris- 
i tian piiihmthrony ot' the peoph; of this great 
j country, wilii ai! thic lights of the past and 
1 jiresenl blazing witli such ('ffulgent briglitness 
I liiat none liut the Judicially blinded can fail to 
I see, to determine wiietiier the system of bhick 
! .’Slavt-ry shall inflict ujion regions now fair and 
; virgin from tlie hands of the Creator, its train 
; of woes, Vv'iiicii no man can number, which no 
I oloijuence can exaggerate, and of wb.ich no in- 
I vective cun heighten the !iiu(?ou.s reality. It is 
I for the people of tiiis great country to deier- 
i mine wlietl'.er the furllier spread of a system, 

; of wiiicii tlic worst fruits are not seim in wasted 
i r'.’sot.irci’s and in impovi’rished fields, ln.it in a 
^ ncgiecleti and outcast in’Opie, shall he left to 
; I lie accidents of latiiLuh’, of j)roxiinity, of lior- 
der violence, or of the doubtful assent ot’embryo 
communities; or wiie'dier, on tiie other liand, 
it sb.ali be stayed by an interdiction, as univer¬ 
sal as ilie superiority of Good to Ikvil, as [an- 
, innual as the rightful authority of reason in the 
afthirs of men, and as resistless as the embodied 
will ol' the nation. 

February 1, 1S5G. 




